Awakening: Take No Offense * Pastor Kelly Word
It’s time to wake up! Get Up! Show Up! And be present in your life!
Ephesians 5:14-16
Therefore He says, Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall shine (make day dawn) upon you and give you light.
[Isa. 26:19; 60:1, 2.]
15 Look carefully then how you walk! Live purposefully and worthily and accurately, not as the unwise and witless, but as wise
(sensible, intelligent people),
16 Making the very most of the time [buying up each opportunity], because the days are evil.
In this new year, God is calling you and I to wake up out of our sleep. To rise above direct line of sight and see things the way God
sees them!
What is an Offense?
Offence: Something that is designed to irritate, annoy or anger; cause resentful displeasure; to affect disagreeably; to hurt of cause
pain.
Luke 17:1-5 KJV
1Then said he unto the disciples, It is impossible but that offences will come: but woe unto him, through whom they come!
2 It were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and he cast into the sea, than that he should offend one of
these little ones.
3 Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him.
4 And if he trespass against thee seven times in a day, and seven times in a day turn again to thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt
forgive him.
5And the apostles said unto the Lord, Increase our faith.

Types of Offense:
Imaginary * Accidental * Real
Acts 24:16 AMP
Therefore I always exercise and discipline myself [mortifying my body, deadening my carnal affections, bodily
appetites, and worldly desires, endeavoring in all respects] to have a clear (unshaken, blameless) conscience, void of
offense toward God and toward men.
// Quit Being Offended at God! //
2 Samuel 6:6-12 AMP
6 And when they came to Nacon's threshing floor, Uzzah put out his hand to the ark of God and took hold of it, for the oxen stumbled and shook it.
7 And the anger of the Lord was kindled against Uzzah; and God smote him there for touching the ark, and he died there by the ark of God.
8 David was grieved and offended because the Lord had broken forth upon Uzzah, and that place is called Perez-uzzah [the breaking forth upon
Uzzah] to this day.
9 David was afraid of the Lord that day and said, How can the ark of the Lord come to me?
10 So David was not willing to take the ark of the Lord to him into the City of David; but he took it aside into the house of Obed-edom the Gittite.
11 And the ark of the Lord remained in the house of Obed-edom the Gittite for three months, and the Lord blessed Obed-edom and all his household.
12 And it was told King David, The Lord has blessed the house of Obed-edom and all that belongs to him, because of the ark of God. So David went
and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-edom into the City of David with rejoicing;

Proverbs 6:16-18 AMP
These six things the Lord hates, indeed, seven are an abomination to Him:
17 A proud look [the spirit that makes one overestimate himself and underestimate others], a lying tongue, and hands that shed
innocent blood, [Ps. 120:2, 3.]
18 A heart that manufactures wicked thoughts and plans, feet that are swift in running to evil,
19 A false witness who breathes out lies [even under oath], and he who sows discord among his brethren.

2 Kings 5:1-11 AMP
1 NAAMAN, COMMANDER of the army of the king of Syria, was a great man with his master, accepted [and acceptable], because by him the Lord
had given victory to Syria. He was also a mighty man of valor, but he was a leper.
2 The Syrians had gone out in bands and had brought away captive out of the land of Israel a little maid, and she waited on Naaman's wife.
3 She said to her mistress, Would that my lord were with the prophet who is in Samaria! For he would heal him of his leprosy.
4 [Naaman] went in and told his king, Thus and thus said the maid from Israel.
5 And the king of Syria said, Go now, and I will send a letter to the king of Israel. And he departed and took with him ten talents of silver, 6,000
shekels of gold, and ten changes of raiment.
6 And he brought the letter to the king of Israel. It said, When this letter comes to you, I will with it have sent to you my servant Naaman, that you may
cure him of leprosy.
7 When the king of Israel read the letter, he rent his clothes and said, Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man sends to me to heal a man of
his leprosy? Just consider and see how he is seeking a quarrel with me.
8 When Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had rent his clothes, he sent to the king, asking, Why have you rent your clothes? Let
Naaman come now to me and he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel.
9 So Naaman came with his horses and chariots and stopped at Elisha's door.
10 Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored and you shall be clean.
11 But Naaman was angry and went away and said, Behold, I thought he would surely come out to me and stand and call on the name of the Lord
his God, and wave his hand over the place and heal the leper.

// Quit Being Offended at People! //
How do I know if I’m offended???
When we take offence, we start rehearsing it to ourselves over and over.
Instead of dismissing what happened, we rehearse it and nurse it!
Proverbs 19:11 AMP
Good sense makes a man restrain his anger, and it is his glory to overlook a transgression or an offense.
Proverbs 18:19 AMP
A brother offended is harder to be won over than a strong city, and [their] contentions separate them like the bars of a
castle.
Ecclesiastes 7:21-22
Do not give heed to everything that is said, lest you hear your servant cursing you–
22 For often your own heart knows that you have likewise cursed others.
Ephesians 4:1-3 AMP
1 I THEREFORE, the prisoner for the Lord, appeal to and beg you to walk (lead a life) worthy of the [divine] calling to which you have been called
[with behavior that is a credit to the summons to God's service,
2 Living as becomes you] with complete lowliness of mind (humility) and meekness (unselfishness, gentleness, mildness), with patience, bearing with
one another and making allowances because you love one another.
3 Be eager and strive earnestly to guard and keep the harmony and oneness of [and produced by] the Spirit in the binding power of peace.

James 1:19-20
Understand [this], my beloved brethren. Let every man be quick to hear [a ready listener], slow to speak, slow to take
offense and to get angry.
20 For man's anger does not promote the righteousness God [wishes and requires].
// Biblical Way To Handle Conflict //
Matthew 18:15-20 AMP
15 If your brother wrongs you, go and show him his fault, between you and him privately. If he listens to you, you have won back
your brother.
16 But if he does not listen, take along with you one or two others, so that every word may be confirmed and upheld by the testimony
of two or three witnesses.
17 If he pays no attention to them [refusing to listen and obey], tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, let
him be to you as a pagan and a tax collector. [Lev. 19:17; Deut. 19:15.]
18 Truly I tell you, whatever you forbid and declare to be improper and unlawful on earth must be what is already forbidden in
heaven, and whatever you permit and declare proper and lawful on earth must be what is already permitted in heaven.
19 Again I tell you, if two of you on earth agree (harmonize together, make a symphony together) about whatever [anything and
everything] they may ask, it will come to pass and be done for them by My Father in heaven.
20 For wherever two or three are gathered (drawn together as My followers) in (into) My name, there I AM in the midst of them.
[Exod. 3:14.]

// Forgiveness //
Matthew 18:21-22 AMP
21 Then Peter came up to Him and said, Lord, how many times may my brother sin against me and I forgive him and let it go? [As many as] up to
seven times?
22 Jesus answered him, I tell you, not up to seven times, but seventy times seven! [Gen. 4:24.]
Therefore the kingdom of heaven is like a human king who wished to settle accounts with his attendants.
24 When he began the accounting, one was brought to him who owed him 10,000 talents [probably about $10,000,000],
25 And because he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and his children and everything that he possessed, and payment
to be made.
26 So the attendant fell on his knees, begging him, Have patience with me and I will pay you everything.
27 And his master's heart was moved with compassion, and he released him and forgave him [cancelling] the debt.
28 But that same attendant, as he went out, found one of his fellow attendants who owed him a hundred denarii [about twenty dollars]; and he caught
him by the throat and said, Pay what you owe!
29 So his fellow attendant fell down and begged him earnestly, Give me time, and I will pay you all !
30 But he was unwilling, and he went out and had him put in prison till he should pay the debt.
31 When his fellow attendants saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and told everything that had taken place to their
master.
32 Then his master called him and said to him, You contemptible and wicked attendant! I forgave and cancelled all that [great] debt of yours because
you begged me to.
33 And should you not have had pity and mercy on your fellow attendant, as I had pity and mercy on you?
34 And in wrath his master turned him over to the torturers (the jailers), till he should pay all that he owed.
35 So also My heavenly Father will deal with every one of you if you do not freely forgive your brother from your heart his offenses.

Leviticus 19:16-18 AMP
You shall not go up and down as a dispenser of gossip and scandal among your people, nor shall you [secure yourself by false
testimony or by silence and] endanger the life of your neighbor. I am the Lord.
17 You shall not hate your brother in your heart; but you shall surely rebuke your neighbor, lest you incur sin because of him. [Gal.
6:1; I John 2:9, 11; 3:15.]
18 You shall not take revenge or bear any grudge against the sons of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself. I am
the Lord. [Matt. 5:43-46; Rom. 12:17, 19.]

